
CLASS PROCEDURES

Government
MATERIALS
Text, paper, and a writing utensil of some sort will come with you EVERYDAY.
LATE WORK
Homework is due at the beginning of the period.  When the bell rings, I will ask for it one time. If you do not have it, it will be considered late. Late work will be accepted one class period late for a maximum grade of 70%. Work will NOT be accepted after this point. This is the Social Studies department policy.

ABSENTEE WORK 
I will not ask for your make-up work, you will need to remember to turn it in when you have completed it.  YOU are responsible for asking for the make-up work before or after school, if you fail to do so, I will assume you do not care.  Many assignments will be available on the website. This will allow you to plan ahead and understand when tests will be. http://mrosman.com For every one day you have been absent, you will have 3 calendar days to make the assignment up. 
QUIZZES & TESTS
will be made up during my office hours.  You will have one week for make-up, if you fail to do so, you will get a zero on the quiz or test.  The test dates are listed on the six-week schedule. My hours will be held on:

Thursday Mornings: 8:15-9:05
Tuesday Afternoons 4:08-4:45
FAILING A MAJOR
A student is expected to STUDY for all exams, and prepare fully for any

ASSIGNMENT 
major projects. Some exams will be eligible for re-take, while others will not. You will responsible for coming to me in order to re-take major assignments.

HOMEWORK
All homework assignments assigned in this class have a specific purpose. Homework is not assigned for the sake of assigning homework! You must do you own work. Do not copy homework answers from another student’s work. This is considered cheating, and both students will receive zeros.
BE VOCAL 
It is extremely important that you talk to me if you feel you do not understand the concepts being taught in class.  Don’t wait until the 5th week to tell me you are lost.  PLEASE come in for help, see office hours above. 
DISCUSSION
We will discuss numerous events this semester that relate to Government and current events.  Please appropriately express your opinion and it is important to be highly respectful of ideas, especially those different than your own.
MrOsman.com
This is an ‘intelligent classroom,’ with 32 dedicated laptops, a projector, and a lot more high-tech equipment. We will be utilizing this equipment throughout the semester. In addition, we will be utilizing the classroom website, MrOsman.com. Students will be rewarded for regularly committing time to the website!
GRADING  

40% Daily work
50% Tests/Projects 
10% Classroom Participation

POSSIBLE POINTS
Throughout the semester ‘possible points’ will be offered. These assignments are typically short (starters, MrOsman.com comments, one question quizzes, etc…). At the end of the six-weeks you can use your ‘possible points,’ by adding them to grades, etc…
Home Access Log In  

The Home Access Center is a browser-based student information system that allows parents, guardians, and students to view student information such as: attendance data, class schedules, discipline incidents, demographics, student progress, and report card grades. In addition, the Home Access Center allows the student and counselor, at the secondary level, to manage the student's four-year high school plan on-line. 

The Home Access Center is available from the district website, www.roundrockisd.org as a drop down choice from the Students/Parents tab.
Government Course Description – From the Texas Education Agency)
In Government, the focus is on the principles and beliefs upon which the United States was founded and on the structure, functions, and powers of government at the national, state, and local levels. This course is the culmination of the civic and governmental content and concepts studied from Kindergarten through required secondary courses. Students learn major political ideas and forms of government in history. A significant focus of the course is on the U.S. Constitution, its underlying principles and ideas, and the form of government it created. Students analyze major concepts of republicanism, federalism, checks and balances, separation of powers, popular sovereignty, and individual rights and compare the U.S. system of government with other political systems. Students identify the role of government in the U.S. free enterprise system and examine the strategic importance of places to the United States. Students analyze the impact of individuals, political parties, interest groups, and the media on the American political system, evaluate the importance of voluntary individual participation in a democratic society, and analyze the rights guaranteed by the U.S. Constitution. Students examine the relationship between governmental policies and the culture of the United States. Students identify examples of government policies that encourage scientific research and use critical-thinking skills to create a product on a contemporary government issue.  

To support the teaching of the essential knowledge and skills, the use of a variety of rich primary and secondary source material such as the complete text of the U.S. constitution; selected Federalist Papers; landmark cases of the U.S. Supreme Court; biographies, autobiographies, and memoirs; speeches and letters; and periodicals that feature analyses of political issues and events is encouraged. Selections may include excerpts from John Locke's Two Treatises of Government, Federalist 51, and Miranda v. Arizona. 

The eight strands of the essential knowledge and skills for social studies are intended to be integrated for instructional purposes. Skills listed in the geography and social studies skills strands in should be incorporated into the teaching of all essential knowledge and skills for social studies. A greater depth of understanding of complex content material can be attained when integrated social studies content from the various disciplines and critical-thinking skills are taught together. 

Throughout social studies in Kindergarten-Grade 12, students build a foundation in history; geography; economics; government; citizenship; culture; science, technology, and society; and social studies skills. The content, as appropriate for the grade level or course, enables students to understand the importance of patriotism, function in a free enterprise society, and appreciate the basic democratic values of our state and nation as referenced in the Texas Education Code, §28.002(h). 

SEMESTER PROJECT
Throughout the semester you will be expected to complete one semester project. This project is required to pass Senior Government.

**This project is due: December 2nd/3rd **
Project Choices (please select one):
1. Go to a Meeting of a governmental organization.  This may include the RRISD school board, the Round Rock City Council, Williamson County Court, the Texas Legislature, etc…  You will need to get a meeting agenda or a signature from a board member.  I will be glad to help you find a meeting to participate at.  You will write a summary of your experience and how it relates to what you have learned in government. You MUST include a picture of you at the event in your final project.

The summary will have four parts:

a. What was discussed

b. What did you notice about the proceedings and the processes of the meeting?

c. What your opinion is about the experience

d. What this 'democracy' as you would expect? Explain your answer.

2. Get Involved in an Election Campaign: There are several campaigns already running now for the 2010 election; senators, representatives, state senators, state representatives, state board of education, municipal judges, city council, school board, etc… I have the contact information for many candidates. Get involved and volunteer (at least 10 hours)! You will need to have a signed letter certifying your hard work. Your summary must include:
a. What were your duties?

b. What was your general impression of the office/work done?

c. Would you do this again?

d. Was this 'democracy' as you would expect? Explain your answer.

3. Read & Analyze a Book on contemporary politics, or American political history, that you and I agree upon in advance. You may peruse the political/historical section at a bookstore or the local library. Write a 750-1000 word book report in which you:

a. Indicate something about the author(s) and their qualifications

b. Summarize the book's argument or thesis

c. Offer a critique of the book's analysis/conclusions, based on your knowledge from the course and readings

d. Include your own reaction from the book
4. Create a Notebook of current event articles throughout the semester that relate to government.  You may locate these articles in current magazines, the internet, newspapers, etc.  (1) Provide a copy of the article; (2) write review of the article; (3) and an explanation regarding how the article relates to what you have learned in government. Articles must be collected throughout the semester (there must be at least 1/3 of the articles dated from each six weeks in the semester). In addition, no more than half of the articles may be from the internet.
A - 15 articles

B - 12 articles

C - 10 articles

5. Movie Reviews Create a notebook of movie reviews/analysis that you have completed throughout the semester. These documentary movies must relate directly to government. I have a list of acceptable movies and you may ask for approval for additional movies. You may watch movies with friends, however the reviews must be written individually. Possible sources for movies; the Round Rock Public Library, Netflix (rent or streaming), and Blockbuster. You must:   (1) Describe the movie; (2) write review of the movie; (3) and an explanation regarding how the movie relates to what you have learned in government. Reviews must be collected throughout the semester. Each review should be at least 1 page long.
A - 6 movie reviews
B - 5 movie reviews
C - 4 movie reviews
(Less than 4 movie reviews will not be accepted)

6. Williamson County/YMCA Teen Court: Teen Court gives teens an opportunity to serve jury duty and to attend educational programs. Individual cases are defended and prosecuted by teen attorneys; the verdict is rendered by a jury of teens. Participartion in this Teen Court gives teens an opportunity to realize their roles in the community, instills a sense of pride and responsibility, and through the use of positive peer pressure, helps create a better community for all.
· All court and training sessions are held on Mondays 6:30 – 8:45 p.m. in the Williamson County Annex in Cedar Park – 350 Discovery Blvd. Appropriate dress and behavior from teens and adults is expected at all times.

· If you would like to participate in Teen Court as a court official or as a defendant, call one of the following numbers for more information: Judge Edna Staudt 512.260.4210 of Jamie Solis, Program Director 512.615.7411
7. Volunteer: You may choose to volunteer at a place of your choice that relates to government.  You will write a summary of your experiences and how they relate to what you have learned in government.  Included in this summary will be a description of your experience, the person who supervised you and a phone number so I can verify your experiences.  I will be glad to help you find a place to volunteer. You must catalogue all the hours that you volunteer.
A – 12 hours

B – 10 hours

C – 8 hours

