AP U.S. Government and Politics 
Syllabus: Fall 2009

Mr. David Osman

david_osman@roundrockisd.org
512.464.6210

http://mrosman.com
Tutorials: Tuesday; 4:15-5:15, Thursday; 8:00-9:00

Textbooks:

Edwards, George C. III, Martin P. Wattenberg, and Robert P. Lineberry, Government in America: People, Politics, and Policy, 10th Edition, New York, New York: Longman, 2002

Woll, Peter, American Government: Readings and Cases, 15th Edition, New York: Pearson, Longman, 2004

The Course
Reading:  In order for students to be successful in a college level course, it is essential that students maximize their time through proper organization and time management strategies and complete all assigned reading prior to class.  The required reading, along with lectures and class discussion, will figure prominently in your formal evaluation on quizzes, examinations, and essays.  In addition to the survey text, students will be reading portions of a supplemental reader.  Readers are available for purchase, and there are a number of readers available for checkout in the bookroom.
Seminar Discussions: Throughout the duration of the semester, students will engage in graded class discussions.  These conversations will allow students to develop their public speaking skills, master thinking on their feet, and learn how to respect the opinions of their peers.  Each discussion will be student centered and student led.  In order to be an active participant, students will need to come to class prepared having read all assigned materials.
Research: Students will write two papers during the semester, a research paper and a polity paper. Research done for these assignments should be as current as possible. These papers will count for two test grades.
Tests/Quizzes: Most chapters will include a quiz comprised of free response and multiple choice questions.  Each unit will end with an essay test which will attempt to monitor student progress and mastery of both skills and content.  Both require that students learn quickly how to write and create logical arguments using evidence.  Quizzes will cover only one chapter’s material, while exams require a synthesis of several weeks. 

Tests will be modeled after the structure and gist of previous AP Government Exams released by the College Board. Tests will consist of a 40-60 question multiple choice question test and free response questions. The final examination is both comprehensive and required of all students.  Students are expected to maintain a working knowledge of current events as a supplement to the required readings.  Students will need to incorporate relevant contemporary examples into their in-class graded assignments. 

Grading Policy: 50% Tests, 25% Quizzes, 25% Daily Work
Course Readings List

This course follows the basic outline and structure described by the College Board for an AP American Government course. The following is a list of reading requirements for each unit. This is not absolute, nor is it written in stone. Some readings may be omitted or added throughout the semester. In fact, we may adjust entire units due to unexpected events.

Constitutional Underpinnings: The Context of American Politics

Unit I – Government in America and Constitutional Foundations
· Edwards, Ch 1, 2, 3
· de Tocqueville "Democracy in America" – Woll Reader
· Roche "The Founding Fathers" – Woll Reader

· Beard "Framing the Constitution" – Woll Reader 

· Federalist 10, 39, 47, 48, and 51

· The Declaration of Independence, the Articles of Confederation, the Constitution

· George Mason's Objections to the Constitution

· Grosdzin "The Federal System" – Woll Reader

· *U.S. vs. Lopez

· Interpreting Political Data – “Who Has the Power – The Federal Government of the States?”

The People in the Political Process

Unit II – Political Participation, Special Interest Groups, and Political Parties

· Edwards, Ch 6, 8, 11

· Broder "A Republic Subverted" – Woll Reader

· Truman, "The Governmental Process" – Woll Reader

· Lowi, "The End of Liberalism: The Indictment" – Woll Reader
· Interpreting Political Data – “Party Identification” and “Political Action Committees (PACS)”

· Various other articles in regards to recent trends/events from NYTimes, Politico, WashPost

Unit III – Elections and the Media

· Edwards, Ch 9, 10, 7
· Polsb y "American Presidential Elections: The Last One and the Next One" – Woll Reader
· Enduring Debate – Ornstein "Five-Point Reform Proposal Would Fix Campaign System"

· Enduring Debate – Ellis "Ten Big Lies About Campaign Finance Reform"

· Berelson "Dem Practice and Dem Theory" – Woll Reader
· Annual Editions "Why Americans Don't Vote" and "The Dirtiest Election Ever"

· Hackett "The Power of the Incumbency" – Woll Reader
· Interpreting Political Data – “Election Laws and Systems” and “Election Realignment”

· Various other articles in regards to recent trends/events from NYTimes, Politico, WashPost

American Governing Institutions

Unit IV – Congress

· Edwards, Ch 12

· Federalist 53, 56, 58, 62, and 63

· Polsby "Congress-Bashing for Beginners" – Woll Reader

· Barnes "Cong. Despots" – Woll Reader

· Interpreting Political Data – “Demographics of the U.S. Congress” and “Congressional Incumbency and Reelection”

· Various other articles in regards to recent trends/events from NYTimes, Politico, WashPost

Unit V – The President, the Budget, and the Bureaucracy
· Edwards Ch 13, 15, 14

· Federalist 70

· Neustadt "The Power to Persuade"

· Barber "The Presidential Character"

· Wilson "The Rise of the Bureaucratic State"

· Interpreting Political Data – “Presidential Vetoes and Veto Overrides” and “The Federal Budget”

· Various other articles in regards to recent trends/events from NYTimes, Politico, WashPost

Unit VI – The Judiciary, and Civil Rights/Civil Liberties

· Edwards, Ch 16, 4, 5
· Federalist 78

· Brennan "How the Supreme Court Arrives at Decisions"

· Roche "Judicial Self-Restraint"

· Interpreting Political Data – “Confirmation of Judicial Nominations”

· Various other articles in regards to recent trends/cases from NYTimes, Politico, WashPost

